250      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
near Richmond calls upon their masters to come forward and make claim to the services and labor of certain colored men therein described. Some of these are believed to be soldiers of the U. S. Army captured hi arms. If I am mistaken in this belief I desire to be promptly corrected.
I have ordered to such manual labor as I deem most fitting to meet the exigency an equal number of the prisoners of war held by us, and I shall continue to order to labor captives in war to an equal number of all the soldiers of the United States I have reason to believe are held to labor and service by the forces you represent, until I am notified that this practice on your part has ceased. Much as I regret the necessity imposed upon me to do this, yet I am compelled by the sternest convictions of duty thus to inaugurate a system of retaliation, which will be firmly carried out.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servan ,         BENJ. F. BUTLER, Major-General Commanding
Official Records, Series 2, Vol. 7, Page 970.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army James, Oct. IZth. 1864,11.15 A.M.
Brig. Genl. PATRICK, Prov. Mar. Gen'l. 3 CITY POINT
PLEASE send me under guard on board a boat one hundred and fifty (150) of the most considerable of the prisoners captured by us in your hands, especially of the local defence, including Privates Henly and McRay, for the purpose of being put to work in Dutch Gap hi retaliation for our soldiers now at work in the Rebel trenches near Fort Gilmer.
BBNJ. F. BUTLER, May. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Head Quarters. October l&h, 1864,10.30 P.M.
Maj. Genl. TEBRT, Comd'g. 10th Corps
You will take two divisions of your corps, preferably the 1st and 3rd if their places on your line can be spared, and in conjunction with Gen. Kautz's cavalry you will make a recon-noissance in force, and drive away if practicable the enemy from the works they are now building on the Darbytown or Central Road. Gen'l. Weitzel has been ordered to support your line if necessary. Take care that your force are not cut off. I presume you will find about six thousand of the